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June 2026

I Upcoming Conventions I

Thyra No. 9, and April 8-10 Hotel Mission De
Valborg No. 1 2027 Oro,
Santa Nella

Upcoming Installations

Valhalla No. 11 September 5
& Ydun No. 10 2026

Ferndale,
Danish Hall

Valdemar #12. Oct 2, 2026
Dannevirke # 9

Reno, IOOF
Hall

Lamee Villa
Livermore

Oct. 17, 2026

Dannevang # 7
Danebod # 16

Dannebrog & Dania Grand Presidents

Dear Dania and Dannebrog Members,

In May, we attended the joint meeting of Fresno Thor
No. 5 and Thora No. 11, presided over by President
Deanna Dunbar. During the meeting, Dania Grand
President James Jensen presented Carl Jensen of Thor
No. 5 with his 75-year Dania membership pin.

We would like to extend our congratulations to Carl.
As the longest-serving member of Thor No. 5, Carl
currently serves as the Marshal and has held various
officer positions throughout the years. He was very
pleased with the pin and declared he would wear it
every day. Everyone had a look at it and really liked the
design. During the lunch break, we also had the
opportunity to visit with the officers, members, and
guests in attendance. Afterwards, we and a few other
Members stayed and discussed the challenges of
increasing membership. Good ideas were exchanged
such as asking new members why they decided to join
and “targeting” other Danish organizations for new
members. Since it is now late May, we would like to
wish all mothers a belated Happy Mother's Day and all
fathers a Happy Father's Day for this coming June. My
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(James’) mini road trip out to Frenso was very enjoyable. The morning drive through Pacheco Pass was nice and the

stop at the County

Waffle in Los Banos for a breakfast of waffles and eggs with sausage on the side was delicious.

On the way back, my senses were assaulted by Gilroy in its usual fashion; sweeping vistas of the valley and foothills

draped in the aroma of garlic.

Reflecting on April, a notable highlight following the convention was our (Nielsen’s) vacation to Denmark. We had
a wonderful visit with Alex Lund, a member of the San Francisco Dania lodge who moved his family back to
Denmark about two years ago. Alex gave us a tour of Kolding, the hometown of my father, Gunnar Nielsen, and
we enjoyed catching up over lunch. It was truly a highlight of our trip.

Best regards, Dania and Dannebrog Grand Presidents, James Jensen and Dennis Nielsen
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IN MEMORIAM:
NEW MEMBERS:

San Francisco, California
Danmark No. 2 & Thyra No. 3

SENIOR ASSISTANCE FUND
DANNEBROG SCHOLARSHIP FUND
DANIA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND:

Meeting: 2" Wednesday every month 7:30 PM The Masonic Hall 2668 Mission St, San Francisco, CA
Danmark #2 & Thyra #3 Secretary John A. Jensen, E-Mail: jajensend2@gmail.com

Happy Birthday to all of our June birthdays, and we have a
few. Renae Fish, Stig Hansen, Michael Hagen, Jim Jensen
(Hi Dad!), Paul Nielsen, and Lisa Filiss (Hi Sis!). Tillykke
med fodselsdagen. Skal!

I am writing this newsletter article from Aarhus in
Denmark. I am looking out over Aarhus Havn from the
Lighthouse, the tallest building in Denmark. My wife
Dorthy and I are having the best time ever, even if we
seem to bring the rain to each new city we visit. Aarhus is
the third city we have visited.

We started in Copenhagen and saw more castles in 4 days
than I thought possible. Then we went north to Aalborg.
On the way we stopped and visited our good friend Alex
Lund in Kolding. I only drove through one street fair
while in Kolding, thank you Google Maps. Alex says hello
and sends his best to everyone in Dania and Dannebrog.
And yes he still has that awesome Audi sports wagon but
can only drive it around in the storage yard parking lot
until he registers it in Denmark. Until then, he gets
speeding tickets in his wife’s car. Thank you Alex for
showing us the heart of Kolding, and one more castle.

In Aalborg we stayed at the Hvide Hus, the White House
Hotel. We had hoped to see our good friend Uffe Helsten
while in Aalborg, but he was traveling in Madagascar. Uffe
plans to visit every country in the world, and I think this
man will do it! Uffe did provide us with some excellent
restaurant recommendations, all of which we visited and
really enjoyed. Mange tak! In Copenhagen, Aalborg and
Aarhus, my wife and I were impressed by the food. The
emphasis on local fresh ingredients is really something
special and you can taste it.

I want to thank everyone who gave us recommendations
and hints for our Denmark trip. But I especially want to
thank Kai Serensen. A few years back he told me of a trip
to Aalborg in the month of May — seeing all of the yellow
flowers in bloom on the drive north, staying at his favorite
hotel, the Hvide Hus, and looking out over the city and

Fresno, California
Thor No. 5 & Thora No. 11

port from Aalborg Tower. That always stuck with me, so
we made our trip to Aalborg the centerpiece of our
vacation. And it really was special. Thanks Kail

There is much lodge business to report. Our stay at the
Odd Fellows Hall in San Francisco has come to an end.
The new owner was as accommodating as possible, but the
hall can no longer provide everything we need for our
meetings, namely a kitchen. We will be totally vacated by
the end of May. This ends a roughly 40-year residence at
this San Francisco landmark. Sad news but somewhat
expected given the building was sold late last year. Please
discontinue to use the Odd Fellows Hall address for any
official correspondence and use my home address from
now on.

The good news is we already have a new venue arranged.
We will be renting storage space and the use of a meeting
hall at the Masonic Lodge on Mission Street in San
Francisco. Danmark #2 and Thyra #3 owe a big thanks to
Mike and Robert Fox for finding and investigating this
location. They really took the initiative on the search —
Thank you Fox Brothers! The rental agreement is still
being reviewed, but it looks like it’s a done deal. We plan
to have our first meeting at the Masonic Lodge in July.
Details will be emailed out as the month approaches. With
this new location, we have hopes to return to our
traditional meeting time on the second Wednesday evening
of each month. More details to follow.

Our June business meeting will be a Zoom meeting on
Wednesday June 3 at 7 PM. We will meet on the first
Wednesday evening to accommodate the Secretary’s busy
schedule. Besides finalizing our new rental agreement, one
topic for discussion will be planning a June social
gathering, so join us to help set the date and location.
Regards from Denmark! Happy Father’s Day! Hope to see
you soon!

Med venlig hilsen, John A. Jensen, Secretary,

jajensend2@gmail.com

Meeting: 15t Friday 11:30 AM. Denny’s 1110 Shaw Ave (on the north side, just east of First Street)
Fresno. Secretary, Martha Nielsen nielsenmarta@gmail.com

April showers brought us May flowers. June is looking like
hot weather, as we're already 93' degrees,

At our May lunch/meeting we had our Grand Presidents
Dennis Nielsen and James Jensen joining us. Grand
President James

presented Catl Jensen with his 75 year pin, that was one of
a kind and specially made for him. Congratulations Carl
for being a member of Dania for the longest time.

Our delegates gave their reports from the convention.
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Dennis, Karen and I returned from Denmark, after visiting language. We also visited with Alex Lund in Kolding, a

Grandson Ian Nielsen, a member of Denmark #2. He's member of Denmark #2.
doing well in the program at the University of We will be off for the summer, no meetings June, July and
Copenhagen. He's also picking up a lot of the Danish August. Our next meeting will be in September 11, 2026.

Have a great summer holiday. Martha Nielsen

Salinas, California

Freja No. 6 & Dana No. 15

Meeting: 1st. Sunday in August at 12:00 P.M.; Salinas Masonic Center, 48 East San Joaquin Street,
Salinas CA Secretary, Natalie Heer, timandnatalie@sbcglobal.net

Livermore, California

Dannevang No. 7 & Danebod No. 16

Meet 2nd Saturday at 5:00PM; the Farm Bureau Building, 638 Enos Way, Livermore.
Dannevang #7 & Danebod #16 Secretary Kathy Thomsen, danskfarm@yahoo.com

Happy June, the first month of summer, with the longest it. (I Also missed the May meeting due to car troubles).
days of the year. The way the weather is bouncing around With all our new members I might be relieved of

it could be interesting. secretarial duties.

Next meeting is Saturday, June 13th, 12:00, Farm Bureau Congratulation to Dannevang member Zack Reinstein on
Building. Menu is open face sandwiches. However my his marriage to Chelsea May 23rd. A lovely event at the
graduating class of Tracy High is having a ranch.

picnic/reunion the same day so I’'m going to have to miss Hope we meet out there again sometime soon. KRT

Hayward, California

No. 9 Thyra & Valborg No. 1

Meeting: 2"*.Thursday every month 6:30 PM; On Zoom

President, Susan Gauthier, s.gauthiet@sbcglobal.net, #9 Thyra/Valborg #1 Secretary, Beth Cowan,
beth.cowan@att.net

Valborg & Thyra met via Zoom on May 14. It was The Hayward Lodges will meet again via Zoom on
relatively short meeting with the usual business being Thursday, June 11 at 6:30 p.m. The Zoom link will be sent
conducted. It was great to see Alan Filiau, along with his out a few days prior to the meeting. If you are a member in
daughter Laura Tolley, who joined us. We will hear the another branch and would like to join us, please contact
reports from the delegates that attended the convention, at Susan Gauthier at s.gauthier@sbcglobal.net and she will
our next meeting. send you the link. Skal!

Petaluma, California

Sonderjyvlland No. 10

Meeting 2rd Saturday of April, June, August, and October at 11:30am,

at the Danish Soldiers Club Facility at 4560 Kastania Road, Petaluma.

John Cruger-Hansen, Secretary, 8426 Bel View Court, El Cerrito, CA 94530-2557
Home: 510-232-6998 or cell: 510-375-5070; E-Mail: j.crugerhansen@comcast.net

Sgnderjylland #10 had no meeting in May 2026. Respectfully, John Cruger-Hansen
Secretary/Treasurer

Ferndale, California

Valhalla No. 11 & Ydun No. 10

Meeting: 15t. Saturday every month at 11:00 A.M., Danish Hall, Ferndale, CA 95536
Secretary, Mary Kemp, marykempgigil@gmail.com

Valhalla 11 and Ydun 10 has decided to postpone our July meeting for a week since the first Saturday is the Fourth.
Hope to see you on July 11t Lynn Wachter
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Reno Nevada
Valdemar No 12. & Dannevirke No. 9

Meeting: 1st. Friday every month at 7 PM, Odd Fellows Hall; 1300 Stardust Street Reno, NV 89503.
Secretary, Sena Marie Freeman P.0. Box 4575, Sparks NV 89432; President, Anette Christensen,

anettechristensen@charter.net

The Reno Lodges of Valdemar #12 and Dannevirke #9
met Priday May 1st at 6:30 pm with 18 members in
attendance and with a couple of additional guests. Anette's
Mom, Gerda and friend Conny from Denmark and our
little man Graysen. We had a delicious potluck and
Anette's “Boller i karry” (meatballs in curty sauce and rice)
along with great salads. Before dinner we had wonderful
appetizers. During coffee and desserts which was a great
cake, lemon bars and a real nice fruit salad, Anette opened
the meeting, and we spoke mostly about the great
convention the 5 of us had. We did get delayed coming
home with the closure of I-80 so we spend an extra night
in Auburn before coming home Monday. Thank you,
Anette, for driving in the awful rain and weather. (Snow).
At the convention it was announced that Hayward is
having a 2027 convention at the same lovely Hotel Mission
De Oro in Santa Nella. The Reno lodges will be hosting
the convention in 2028. Everyone congratulated Anette as
our new Grand Marshal.

Our St. Hans Fest will be June 19t 2020, at the River
School Farm, 7777 White Fir, Reno NV 89523.
https://www.interpretivegardens.com/ Everyone is
invited, and we look forward to a fun evening this year.
Last year we had to cancel due to high winds and burn
restrictions. We will meet there at 7 pm with your meat to
grill and a side dish to share. The Lodge provides coals,
plates, “silverware” and napkins.

Our June 5th meeting will be a potluck, and we will
celebrate “Grundlovsdag” and Father’s day in Denmark.

© Sena-Marie will bring dessert.

Here’s a link if you would like to read about the Danish
Constitution Day.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution Day (Denma
k)

Our sympathy goes out to Carl Christiansen, Helen and
family in the loss of Catl's Dad who passed at the aged 95.
May you find comfort in the beautiful memories your
shared. Glad you are both home safe from your trip to
Denmark. I had breakfast with the Olsen family on April
16t and Ruth looked great. Karen did say that she still has
good days and bad ones. I also had lunch with Barbara
Iler, daughter Lori and cousin Sherry. Everyone is doing
well. Lori and Barbara are going to Tennessee and
spending Mother’s Day with Lori's daughter, Lori's
granddaughter and Barb's great granddaughter. Safe
travels.

We missed Glenn Fritz at our meeting and hope everyone
else is doing well.

Our June birthdays are Jillian Baker, Helen Christiansen,
Hannah Matuzak, Louise Myers, L.aRee Purdum, Cortney
Webb, and Alex Baker. HAPPY BIRTHDAY
EVERYONEL.

Happy Father’s Day to all our Danish Dads. Be safe, stay
healthy, and take care Sena-Marie.

Lastly, I have a message from Nina Potter (Ann-
Katherine's daughter) to Karen Faraldo thanking her for
the pictures she gave me at the convention of her mom.
She loved them so very much. THANK YOU!

Reno’s May’s Newsletter, due to an editor’s error this article did not appear in Last month’s

newsletter.

The Reno Lodges of Valdemar # 12 and Dannevirke
#9met April 3rd at 6: 30 pm at the Odd Fellows Hall with
17 in attendance and 3 guests Gary Hedman, Soran
Christensen, and our little man Graysen. A very delicious
potluck of all easter delights. During dessert of Birthday
Cake for Catl Chrisiansen and Kurt Tomozy and Sena-
Marie, banana wafer pudding, cupcakes and coffee, Anette
opened the meeting . First on the agenda Sena-Marie read
an application for membership to Valdemar # 12. We
initiated Christian Christensen with open arms and
welcomed him. Christian is the son of Paul and Cindy
Christensen and cousin to Nina Potter and Sena-Marie He
is a great person and owns his own restaurant in Reno
named Sup. Maybe when we have our soup potluck we
will get one of his great soups. Hint Hint.. Welcome
aboard . We also wished the 5 of us going to the
convention safe travels. Our May 1st meeting will be a

regular potluck. Sena-Marie will bring dessert. I spoke to
Ruth Olsens daughter Karen and she told me that her
mom still has good days and bad. I saw her at our March
breakfast and she is in good sprites. So nice to see them at
breakfasts each month. We heard that Solveig Asvitt is not
doing well. Hopefully we will see her soon. Get Well Soon.
I had breakfast with Barbara Iler and daughter Lori on her
88th birthday March 26th and doing well. Have not heard
of anyone else. I would like to thank Jordan. Nina and
Graysen for the lovely birthday cake for me, Carl and
Kurt. The birthday greetings and the singing. The great
singing in Danish from Anette and Lone. We 3 really
appreciated it. Thank, Thank, Thank, You, Nina , Jordan,
and Graysen I love you very much. Cousin Granny. May
birthdays are Zoey Christensen, Marian Guandt, Nina
Potter, Eugene Guandt, Lars Jensen, and Greg

Nielsen. HAPPY BIRTHDAY ALL. Happy Mother’s Day
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and hope everyone had a safe trip home from our

Modesto, California
Bornholm No. 14

Meeting: 2nd Thursday at 5 p.m. Perko’s Restaurant

convention Take Care Sena-Marie

President Jason LeBeouf, jjlebeouf@yahoo.com, Secretary Marge Scheuber,

olemargel@sbcglobal.net

Our Welcome Home Delegates meeting took place at the
lovely home of Bente Ellis in San Jose. Fourteen members
and three guests attended. Our guests were Liz Lacey, her
son Bob and grandson Michael. In absence of our
president and vice president John Scheuber ran the
meeting. Happy Birthday wishes went to our members
having May birthdays: David Meeks, Jonna Robinson, Katl
Skow, Ronald Nielsen, Brian Mefford and Peder Hoy.
Doris Skow presented Michael Lacey with a $2,000 check
as one of the recipients of this yeat’s Dania scholarships.
Michael has been attending West Valley College this past
year and will be transferring to San Jose State majoring

Solvang, California
Hejls Minde No. 23

Meeting: 1st. Wednesday 12 noon at Bit O' Denmark,

in Aerospace Engineering. She reminded him that he
would be eligible to apply for another scholarship next
year. Dotis reported on the progress Lisa McDanielle is
making with the help of her physical therapist. Everyone
signed well wishes in a card to be mailed to Lisa. Following
the meeting we were treated to another authentic delicious
Danish meal served on Bente’s beautiful Danish dishes.
Thanks to Johanne Gade, Bodil Whitehouse and George
Dutra for their help in serving the meal and cleaning up
afterward. Thanks to Johanne for baking the bread and
making liver pate. Secretary, Marge Scheuber

President, Kristin Worthley, and Secretary, Elaine Anes

Vice-President Bent Olsen opened the meeting at 12:10
p-m. and gave a very thorough accounting of the meetings
and festivities of the annual convention that he had
attended last month. Thank you Bent for donating the
pastries to the convention and for always being such an
awesome delegate for Hejls Minde #23. We know that we
can always count on you for bring us back amazing
information.

Twelve people gathered for our monthly
luncheon/meeting. It was an intimate group, but the
conversations were definitely flowing, and everyone was
having a very good time.

May welcomed two birthdays — Jeanette Richardson and
Elaine Anes. Again, the restaurant was busy, so it was
awesome that our song leader, Alice Quimby, was here to
lead us in singing “Happy Birthday” and “God Bless
America.” We even had one of the restaurant patrons stop
by and thank us for our singing. It really made him feel

Santa Maria, California
Holger Danske No. 27 & Valkyrien No. 23

proud to be an American; he was a Veteran of the Viet
Nam War, and we thanked him for his service before he
left. How awesome is that to have someone stop and
thank you for singing “God Bless America” instead of
being embarrassed to have a group singing in a restaurant?
It gave our hearts a very “warm fuzzy.”

Wayne Allen won the 50/50 drawing for $20.00.
Congratulations, Wayne!

It was reported to our Sunshine Committee that Darlene
Iversen was feeling under the weather today, so she was
unable to make it to the luncheon/meeting. Get well soon,
Darlene!

The Senior Awards Night was that evening. I am sure the
worthy recipient will be happy to be awarded our
scholarship to assist them with his/her continued learning,
The meeting adjourned at 1:25 with the singing of the
Danish National Anthem. -Elaine Anes

Meets four times a year; contact the secretary for further information.
Holger Danske Secretary, Wayne A. Allen 805-937-4720; Valkyrien Secretary, Darlene Iversen

805-260-3601

We have started getting ready for our annual 4t of July
picnic at Waller Park, Santa Maria. Area #5 has been
reserved, and Slim Juhl was heard spreading the word at
the convention! We hope everyone will be able to make it.
Last year, we had members from different lodges as well as

officers of Grand Dania/Dannebrog attend. The food was
amazing. The raffles were exciting. The fellowship was
outstanding! Mark your calendars
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