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July 2026

I Upcoming Conventions I

Thyra No. 9, and April 8-10 Hotel Mission De
Valborg No. 1 2027 Oro,
Santa Nella

Upcoming Installations

Valhalla No. 11 September 5
& Ydun No. 10 2026

Ferndale,
Danish Hall

Valdemar #12. Oct 2, 2026
Dannevirke # 9

Reno, IOOF
Hall

Lamee Villa
Livermore

Oct. 17, 2026

Dannevang # 7
Danebod # 16

Dannebrog & Dania Grand Presidents

Dear Dannebrog and Dania Members,

This month of June 2026 I made a short trip to
Modesto with my Mom to attend the Bornholm #14
meeting. We arrived a little early so a refreshing beer
was at the top of the order. It was a nice visit with the
attending members. President Jason LeBeouf began
the meeting following dinner. The meeting seemed to
go by quickly even with the opportunity to say a few
words. Thank you Bornholm #14 for an enjoyable
evening, great hospitality and conversation!

Best regards, Dennis Nielsen

Dannebrog Grand President

Dear Dannebrog and Dania Members,

My travels in the month of June 2026 were limited to
one short trip across the Bay and through the Tri-
Valley to Livermore to attend the Dannevang #7 and
Danebod #16 meeting. The air conditioning in the
Farm Bureau Building was welcome as Livermore was
having its usual June weather (hot and sunny). Tracey
Lemee ran the meeting where two new members were
initiated: Marci Lamee and Samantha Lamee. The
meeting was followed by a lunch of homemade open-
faced sandwiches and delicious salads. It was all very
tasty, but dessert was even better. Afterward many of
us stayed and socialized. Several good ideas came up
on how to increase our membership.

RAND LODGED
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Grand Officers
Dania
(if;l:td Robert Lamee
President robertlamee@yahoo.com
Grand James O Jensen
President | jamesolefjensen@yahoo.com
(i;‘?;d Gregory A. Gleeson
President gleeson2@icloud.com
Tim Heer
Schl::tl: tim-gs@sbcglobal.net
Y (831) 332-4196
Grand Gregory A. Gleeson
Treasurer gleeson2@icloud.com
Grand John Jensen
Marshal jajensend2@gmail.com
(i;?:d Stuart Mahler
Mars}elal smahler52@gmail.com
Grand
Trflasrtlee Steen Skjellerup
#1 stivaxsteen@gmail.com
’I(‘i ms?:e John Scheuber
U
#2 consultingjohns@gmail.com
'I(‘i Tsrtfe Johanne Rasmussen Gade
#3

Dannebrog

Tracey Lamee
tnlamee@yahoo.com

Dennis Nielsen
nielsen.dennis.a@gmail.com

Susan Gauthier
s.gauthier@sbcglobal.net

Natalie Heer
natalie-gs@sbcglobal.net
(831) 334-1372

Pat Brouillette
pab0718@sbcglobal.net

Anette Christensen
anettechristensen@charter.net

Susan Mirkovich Mahler
mirkmahler@att.net

Daniel Joensen
dj@danken.com

Jessica Jobe Sea
jessica@jobesea.com

Kathy Christensen
pechris@pacbell.net

Thank you Dannevang #7 for a relaxed and fun
afternoon.

Sincerely, James Olef Jensen
Dania Grand President
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IN MEMORIAM:

George Enos, Valhalla #11, Ferndale
Hans Kardel, Hejls Minde #23, Solvang

San Francisco, California

Danmark No. 2 & Thyra No. 3

Meeting: 2™ Wednesday every month 7:30 PM The Masonic Hall 2668 Mission St, San Francisco, CA
Danmark #2 & Thyra #3 Secretary John A. Jensen, E-Mail: jajensend2@gmail.com

Let’s start with Happy Birthday wishes to our July
birthdays — Daniel Joensen and Kai Serensen. Tillykke
med fodselsdagen. Skal!

We hope everyone had a great time in June. There were so
many celebrations last month that I can only hope they
continue into July. Starting with, and I cannot say it
enough, Happy 4% of July! I am sure everyone will be
celebrating America’s two hundred and fiftieth birthday
with style and enthusiasm. Heck, we may even watch a
World Cup soccer game. We seem to be hooked.

In June our lodge had a boring Zoom business meeting.
But later in the month we had another great social
gathering in Tom Martin’s Backyard. Many of us were
double booked, but the ones who attended, the lucky ones,
were treated to another spectacular event. Thanks Tom!
Our July meeting will be our traditional Non-Meeting
Meeting. Once again, Dennis will try to break the record
for the fastest meeting. I believe Anne Gearhart still holds
the record for a sub-five-minute run. Beer and hot dogs
are on the menu, plus whatever else goes with beer and
hot dogs. This will be our first meeting at the Mission
Masonic Lodge in San Francisco. It is located on Mission
Street between 22nd and 2314 Street. You can also enter

Fresno, California
Thor No. 5 & Thora No. 11

through the rear of the building on Bartlett Street. There is
a BART station one block away at 24™ Street and Mission,
and a parking garage on the corner of 22rd and Cape
Street. The meeting will be at Noon on Saturday July 11
More details to come so check your emails. We won’t be
able to do the meeting on the roof, but it will be one to
remember.

And speaking of remembering — Don’t forget to mark
your calendars. Danmark #2 and Thyra #3’s Summer
BBQ in Sunol is coming up fast. The date is Saturday
August 22 and it starts at Noon. It will be at the Kilkare
Woods Clubhouse on Glenora Way in Sunol. We will
provide meat and heat, and sides and desserts are potluck.
And yes, we plan on having those delicious Lockeford
sausages again. Never too eatly to RSVP (as some have
already done). Bring your bathing suit! I will be sending
out more details to lodge secretaries, but feel free to ask
me questions at the email address below. Hope you can
make it!

Happy 4t of July! Hope to see you soon!

Med venlig hilsen, John A. Jensen, Secretary,

jajensend2@gmail.com

Meeting: 15t Friday 11:30 AM. Denny’s 1110 Shaw Ave (on the north side, just east of First Street)
Fresno. Secretary, Martha Nielsen nielsenmarta@gmail.com

Hope everyone has been enjoying this summer weather
with lots of parties. Hope all the Fathers enjoyed their
special Day.

Our lodge doesn't meet in the summer months, so we miss
out on the news of everyone. I did attend Modesto's June
meeting with son, Grand President Dennis. They had a
nice turnout.

Cheer Chairman, Carl Jensen, reported that Kay Jensen
will leave us June 29, moving to Alaska to be near her
son. The Easton church gave a party for her. We'll miss
seeing her at our lodge meetings and conventions. Kay is
a Past Grand President of Dannebrog.

Our own Doris Lastreto will be turning 100, August 2,
2026. She is doing well and is still coming and going.

Doris and her late husband, Rene, were always very
involved in our lodge.

Carl Jensen will also be celebrating a birthday on July 16,
turning 98. He is still going strong, very active in

our lodge.

Congratulations and Birthday greetings to both. I guess
it's those Danish genes they have that account for their
longevity and good health.

We will be returning Sept. 11, 2026, for our own
lunch/meeting at Denny's. Hope everyone has a great 4th
of July party with family and friends. Enjoy your
Summer!! Martha Nielsen
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Salinas, California
Freja No. 6 & Dana No. 15

Meeting: 1st. Sunday in August at 12:00 P.M.; Salinas Masonic Center, 48 East San Joaquin Street,
Salinas CA Secretary, Natalie Heer, timandnatalie@sbcglobal.net

Happy Summer everyone, hope you are all enjoying these
sunny days in your favorite ways. Dana 15 and Freja 6 will
be rounding out our Summer with a meeting on August 2,
@ 3pm Sunday at the Masonic Hall in Salinas to celebrate
one of the most hyggelie Danish daily traditions
*EFTERMIDDAGSKAFFE*, Members, friends and
guests are invited to bring a favorite treat to share, enough
for 12, so, at 8 people/table that’s 96 . . . I think we can

Livermore, California
Dannevang No. 7 & Danebod No. 16

manage that, but there will still be to-go bags available to
select from any leftovers. Beverages will be provided:
coffee, tea, water, & soft drinks. Please join us to enjoy the
afternoon and also share your ideas about what would be
even more fun next time.

*AFTER MIDDAY COFFEE* aka Afternoon Coffee

:) How sweetitis. JH

Meet 2nd Saturday at 5:00PM; the Farm Bureau Building, 638 Enos Way, Livermore.
Dannevang #7 & Danebod #16 Secretary Kathy Thomsen, danskfarm@yahoo.com

Congratulations to Kathy and Dan!! (Editor)

Hayward, California
No. 9 Thyra & Valborg No. 1

Meeting: 2"*.Thursday every month 6:30 PM; On Zoom

President, Susan Gauthier, s.gauthiet@sbcglobal.net, #9 Thyra/Valborg #1 Secretary, Beth Cowan,

beth.cowan@att.net

Valborg & Thyra met via Zoom on June 11. The usual
business was conducted. Thank you to convention
delegates Sue, Mac, and Stuart for sharing their reports
from the convention. And, it was great to have Alan Filiau
join us again, along with his daughter Laura.

Hayward Lodges are not meeting in July nor August. The
Zoom meetings will resume on the second Thursday of

Petaluma, California
Sonderjyvlland No. 10

September. A Zoom link will be sent to members a few
days prior to the meeting. If you are a member of another
branch and would like to join us, please contact Susan
Gauthier at s.gauthier(@sbcglobal.net and you will be sent
a meeting link.

Meeting 2rd Saturday of April, June, August, and October at 11:30am,

at the Danish Soldiers Club Facility at 4560 Kastania Road, Petaluma.

John Cruger-Hansen, Secretary, 8426 Bel View Court, El Cerrito, CA 94530-2557
Home: 510-232-6998 or cell: 510-375-5070; E-Mail: j.crugerhansen@comcast.net

Ferndale, California
Valhalla No. 11 & Ydun No. 10

Meeting: 1st. Saturday every month at 11:00 A.M., Danish Hall, Ferndale, CA 95536

Secretary, Mary Kemp, marykempgigil @gmail.com

Valhalla 11 and Ydun 10 will meet on 11 July instead of
the Fourth. Many people have other plans for the Fourth
including watching Ferndale’s parade. Hopefully I will be
able to attend after an additional week. We will meet at 11
followed by a BBQ potluck. Tom will bring sausage. Karl
and Mel will provide buns and condiments. Members are
asked to bring salads, desserts, or baked beans.

We recently received some sad news. A newer member,
George Enos, passed away unexpectedly. He was a lifetime
resident of the Ferndale area and worked at numerous
dairies. Later he gave carriage rides giving tourists the
history of Ferndale with his trusty horse, Barnaby. A
Celebration of Life will be held at noon on 18 July
concurrently with his brother, John, who also passed
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recently. It will be held at the Portuguese Hall in Ferndale.
George has other Valhalla/Ydun relatives, including Mary
Enos-Leonardo and President Tom Martin.

I was disappointed to miss the Convention this year. After
my orthopedic surgeon advised me: “If you were my
mother, I would tell you to wait until next year.” I was
relieved that she didn’t say “grandmother” instead of
“mother”! Since I failed at teaching my kitties, Tippy and
Canoe, how to take care of me, I have been residing at
Eureka Rehabilitation and Wellness Center. I am getting
close to going home.

Reno Nevada
Valdemar No 12. & Dannevirke No. 9

We will be making plans for our Labor Day Installation at
our next meeting. The agenda will remain the same as
previous Installations: Saturday cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres 4pm, Installation 5pm, catered dinner

6pm. Sunday bocce ball 10am, catered lunch 1pm.
Reservations are mandatory for the catered meals. We
hope to have many join us! Meals will be decided on 11
July.

We wish everyone a Happy Independence Day

Meeting: 1st. Friday every month at 7 PM, Odd Fellows Hall; 1300 Stardust Street Reno, NV 89503.
Secretary, Sena Marie Freeman P.0. Box 4575, Sparks NV 89432; President, Anette Christensen,

anettechristensen@charter.net

The Reno Lodges of Valdemar #12 and Dannevirke #9
met on Friday June 5th at 6:30 pm. We had a very small
attendance — 7 members with 2 guests, Ina Segesman’s
granddaughter Chelsea and her friend Boschnee. People
must be on vacations etc. It was nice to see Ina at our
meeting, it has been a year since she attended last after her
visit to Las Vegas. Glad you are back in Reno. Thank You
Chelsee for bringing her. We did have a special guest from
San Francisco, Daniel Joensen, 1st Grand Trustee of
Dannebrog visiting us. It is always a pleasure to have you
stop by.

Our June potluck of the bar-b-que was called off because
of red flag warnings of high wind alerts. Anette fixed the
hot dogs and all the trimmings inside. Anette opened a
very short meeting during dessert of brownies and coffee.
We mostly celebrated Danish Father’s Day and Danish
Constitution which both are June 5™

We also celebrated St. Hans Fest with a picnic and bonfire
on Friday June 19, 2026 at the River School Farm. Last
year we had to cancel due to high winds and fire
restrictions. It almost happened again since we had heavy
rain and thunderstorms in the afternoon. It was located on
the east side of the valley and we had no problems on the
west side of town where we celebrated Midsummer. Sorry
I couldn’t be at St. Hans, since I was at the Verdi School
and History Center in preparation for the Old Verdi
School 100th birthday on July 25th where we will have a
big party. We did find a lot of alumni students, and this

will be so much fun. Barbara Iler fell and cracked 4
vertebras. Lori, her daughter, told me she is doing better.
We will be wishing Nina, Jordan, and our little man,
Graysen a safe trip to Kansas.

We are going to have our July 3rd meeting in celebration
of our 250th birthday and it will be a Bar-b-que. Please
bring something to grill and a side dish to share. Hopetully
the wind will be ok for this special day. Sena-Marie is
making a red, white and blue cake for dessert.

We also send our big congratulations to Jens Christiansen
on his marriage to Hadley, May 30th. Jens is an officer of
Valdemar and our bartender at our big parties
(Installations and Christmas) We also wish Carl and Helen
Christiansen congratulation with Jens’” wedding. I had
breakfast on June 3rd with the Olsen’s. Ruth is doing well
and is alert. She is now in a wheelchair, but Karen said
there are still good days and bad. We hope everyone else is
doing well. Our July Birthdays are Solveig Asvitt, Sharon
Cocheba, Brooke Matuzak, and Olivia Tomozy. HAPPY
BIRTHDAY ALL. Reno Lodges wants to wish each and
every one a happy 250th birthday on July 4th. Be safe and
healthy. Take Care Sena-Marie.

I want to add a little something. After 51 years as secretary,
you would think I would have put in the newsletters about
Reno’s congratulations to Tom Martin and Tracey Lamee
for members of the year. Forgive me. Sena-Marie
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Modesto, California
Bornholm No. 14

Meeting: 2nd Thursday at 5 p.m. Perko’s Restaurant

President Jason LeBeouf, jjlebeouf@yahoo.com, Secretary Marge Scheuber,

olemargel@sbcglobal.net

Happy July 4% Birthday to America and Happy Birthday to
our members born in July, Danielle LeBeouf, Laila Solyst,
and Allysen Mefford. Have you herd? July 14% is Cow
Appreciation Day! Seems udderly ridiculous to me.
Fifteen members attended our meeting on June 11%. We
welcomed as our guest Dennis Nielsen, Grand President
of Dannebrog. Members thanked Dennis for his
contributions to making this year’s convention successful.
Those of us attending were in awe of his decorations for
the Grand Ball. Anita Parham thanked Dania Bornholm
for selecting her to be a delegate for the first time. She was
impressed with the Senior Assistance Fund meeting and
their decision to assist a member who would need some
financial assistance to attend the convention. For the

Solvang, California
Hejls Minde No. 23

Meeting: 1st. Wednesday 12 noon at Bit O' Denmark,

Good of the Order, Roger Gearhart shared the following:
He received a package in the mail from the Secretary of
Defense which contained a medal for him which
recognized his involvement in the Nuclear Testing and Fall
Out recovery efforts at Marshall Islands. The medal serves
as a symbol of acknowledgement for their sacrifices and
experiences. Roger stated some of the illnesses he has
suffered over the years could be related to the doses of
radiation he was exposed to during his time at Marshall
Islands and the time he spent at the Nevada Test Site. We
thank Roger for his service to our country. Our next
meeting will be on July 9T at Perko’s Café on Sylvan and
Oakdale Rd. in Modesto CA. Secretary, Marge Scheuber

President, Kristin Worthley, and Secretary, Elaine Anes

Here is the summary of the Hejls Minde #23 meeting held
on Wednesday, June 3, at Bit O'Denmark Restaurant in
Solvang, CA.

President Kristin Worthley opened the meeting at 12:15
p.m. with the singing of “God Bless America”, “America
the Beautiful”, and “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”.
America will be celebrating its 250t anniversary next
month. What better way to honor her!

There were 13 of us at this month’s meeting/luncheon.
Unfortunately, there were no birthdays this month, so we

Santa Maria, California
Holger Danske No. 27 & Valkyrien No. 23

couldn’t sing “Happy Birthday”. Well, next month, we can
definitely sing “Happy Birthday” to Americal

Alice Quimby won the 50/50 drawing for $26.00.
Congratulations, Alice!

It was reported to our Sunshine Committee that Hans
Kardel passed away in February. Our condolences and
prayers go out to his family and friends.

The meeting adjourned at 1:50 with the singing of the
Danish National Anthem. Our next meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, July 1, 20206, at noon at Solvang’s Bit
O’Denmark. -Elaine Anes

Meets four times a year; contact the secretary for further information.
Holger Danske Secretary, Wayne A. Allen 805-937-4720; Valkyrien Secretary, Darlene Iversen

805-260-3601

Members are excitedly getting ready for this year’s 4t of
July picnic being held at Waller Park, Area #5, in Santa
Maria.
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