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Dannebrog & Dania Grand Presidents 
 
Happy Valentines Day to all!   Let it be a reminder of 
the importance of the loved ones in our lives.  
Remember to give them a big hug and a kiss on the 
cheek :-) 
It’s been yet another busy month.  We took a driving 
trip to Utah to visit our son, daughter-in-law, and 
grandkids in their new home.  It was great to see them 
in person, spend time together, play games, and eat ice 
cream.  It’s such beautiful country, and it’s sure cold 
for these California natives!!  Our granddaughter 
informed us we need to be there for her birthday this 
month – another road trip! 
The San Francisco installation is this month – it’s a 
wonderful time in a beautiful location.  As much as we 
need rain, let’s hope for a sunny day.   
We have struggled with the events going on between 
the U.S., Denmark, and Greenland, and whether to 
include something in this newsletter.  After lots of 
discussion, we decided to speak up.  Bob is a fourth 
generation Danish American and Tracey has been 
welcomed with open arms.  We are proud to be part of 
this Danish organization that we call our Danish 
family.  You are kind, caring, giving and welcoming 
people and we are thankful to have had the 
opportunity to spend time with you in our travels as Grand Presidents.  We are honored to call you friends. 
Bob and Tracey Grand Presidents, Dania and Dannebrog 
 
FROM THE GRAND SECRETARY’S 
Just a reminder that the Dania Branches, your first 
half of your annual tax is due. For those who have a 
net worth less than $5,000.00 your tax is based one 
half of $20.00 per member as of January 1st, for the 

rest of us it is half of $30.00 per member as of 
January first.  New on the website under Daina 
Forms you can find the fillable registration for our 
2026 convention.  Natalie & Tim 

  

Upcoming Conventions 

Danmark #2 and 
Thyra #3, San 
Francisco 

April 9-11 
2026 

Hotel Mission De 
Oro,  

 Santa Nella 

Upcoming Installations 

Danmark No. 2 
& Thyra No. 3 

Feb 7th 2026 Encinal Yacht 
Club, Alameda 

Thyra N0. 9 & 
Valborg #1 

March 21, 2026 
12:30 PM 

4760 East 2nd 
Street, Benicia 

Danish Societies Dania & Dannebrog of California and Nevada 

February 2026 
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IN MEMORIAM: 
NEW MEMBERS: 
Carol Maytorena Yden No 10, Ferndale 
Beth Cowan, Signe Ann McNeil, and Roland McNeil, Danebod No.16, Livermore 
SENIOR ASSISTANCE FUND 
DANNEBROG SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
DANIA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
 
A NOTE FROM A MEMBER: 
I was notified that I was elected to a life membership 
in Denmark #2. I just wanted to convey my thanks to 
the officers and members of Denmark #2 for this 

honor. I will be sending the suspended dues to the 
grand secretary in January so he can put them where 
they are most needed. Thank you. Glenn Fritz. PGP. 

 
 
San Francisco, California 
Danmark No. 2 & Thyra No. 3 
Meeting: 2nd Wednesday every month 7:30 PM Odd Fellows Building; 26 Seventh Street, San Francisco CA 
94103 Danmark #2 & Thyra #3 Secretary John A. Jensen, E-Mail: jajensend2@gmail.com  
  
It’s February already! Here’s wishing Happy Birthday to 
our February birthdays – Johanne Gade from Thyra #3 
and from Danmark #2, Peter Maris, Paul Tillisch and our 
Honorary Member Uffe Hellsten who is all the way back 
home in Aalborg. Tillykke med fødselsdagen. Skål!  
I would like to congratulate our newest Danmark #2 Life 

Member Glenn Fritz. Glenn has been a member of 

Denmark #2 for 49 years during which time he has held 

just about every office for the lodge and served as 

Treasurer for over 20 years. A well-deserved honor. Thank 

you Glenn. We all appreciate your years of service to our 

lodge. 

January was a very busy month for our lodge. We were 
preparing for our installation in February, planning things 
for the 2026 Convention in April, and also dealing with 
our current, and hopefully future, meeting space in the 
Odd Fellows Hall.  
The Odd Fellows Building in San Francisco has sold. The 
new owner is allowing tenants to stay in the building, 
except for those on the sixth floor which includes 
Danmark #2 and Thyra #3. The sixth floor will be 
renovated into a large multi-use space for dancing and 
music. All 6th floor tenants must be out by February 7th, 
but because Danmark #2 has paid rent for all of 2026, the 
new management is allowing us to stay in the building until 
April 22nd. Post April 22nd, we will have to make a new 
agreement for a new space. So right now, we have storage 
on the 3rd floor outside of Brannan Hall. Brannan Hall is a 
fabulous meeting room where the Odd Fellows used to 
regularly meet. For our March in-person meeting, that’s 
where we will meet. Hopefully that can continue and we 
can stay in the building for as long as we wish to. We have 
rented that space at the hall since the late 1980s and it 
seems like the right place to be. 

As we were moving out of the 6th floor, we discovered a 
few historical items. Of highest importance was Danmark 
#2’s original charter from January 21, 1881. It was in the 
back of a cabinet in a failing frame. As many have pointed 
out, what we have been displaying at events is a Dania 
commemorative certificate from July of 1916. Now that 
we have the real deal, we will get it properly framed, 
hopefully in time for our installation this month. 
The lodge must thank Daniel, James, Dennis, and Tom for 
their efforts in organizing and moving our storage lockers 
from the 6th to the 3rd floor. It should be pointed out that 
they did this without the use of the elevator. Very bad 
timing for an elevator repair, but great effort for Danmark 
#2. 
Convention is coming and we are asking for raffle 
donations! If you have something, please contact our 
Raffle Chair Jessica Jobe Sea via email at 
jessica@jobesea.com. Please give us the item title or brief 
description, who has donated it, from which lodge, and an 
estimated value so we can create proper signage. We 
appreciate all donations!  
Our Installation Luncheon will be Saturday February 7th. 
RSVPs are closed, so I hope you sent one so I will see you 
at the Encinal Yacht Club. 
San Francisco’s next meeting will be a Zoom meeting on 
Wednesday February 11th at 7PM. Details will be emailed. 
Our main item of business will be securing future 
residency at the Odd Fellows Hall. Please join the call and 
share your opinions and wishes for our lodge locale. Our 
next in-person meeting will be in Brannan Hall at the Odd 
Fellows Building on Saturday March 14th. This one will be 
special and should not be missed. Check your email for 
more details. 
Happy Super Bowl! Happy Valetines Day! Hope to see you 
soon. 
Med venlig hilsen, John A. Jensen, Secretary, 
jajensend2@gmail.com  
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Fresno, California 
Thor No. 5 & Thora No. 11 
Meeting: 1st Friday 11:30 AM. Denny’s 1110 Shaw Ave (on the north side, just east of First Street) Fresno. 
Secretary, Martha Nielsen nielsenmarta@gmail.com 
 
Our first month of the New Year has given us very dense 
fog, the kind that we used to drive very slow with our 
window open on the passenger side to make sure you are 
still on the road.  That was on those country roads that 
were without a white line. There has been so many 
accidents recently that it has depleted the blood 
bank.  Hopefully we are past that weather now and will 
begin to have warm sunny days ahead. 
We had a nice surprise at our January meeting, members 
John and Hanne Christiansen of the past San Jose lodge 
joined us.  They had been living in Madera for a number of 
years.  They paid our yearly dues so will now transfer to 

our lodge.  We have now added a couple new members 
that we hope to see more of.   
We're sorry to report that Carl Jensen's oldest son, Daniel 
Jensen lost his battle with ALS on January 7, 2026.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you Carl. 
Your dues for 2026 need to be sent to Christie Pettitt, 
1291 E. Floral Ave.  Fresno, CA  93725. Dues for 
Dannebrog, Thora #11 are $20.  Dania, Thor #5 dues are 
$20.  If you want a copy of the newsletter by mail add an 
extra $10. 
Our next lunch/meeting will be 11:30 am on February 6, 
2026 at Denny's on Shaw Ave. just east of First St.  Come 
join us, love to see you. MN 

 
Salinas, California 
Freja No. 6 & Dana No. 15 
Meeting: 1st. Sunday in August at 12:00 P.M.; Salinas Masonic Center, 48 East San Joaquin Street, Salinas 
CA Secretary, Natalie Heer, timandnatalie@sbcglobal.net 
 
Wishing everyone a godt nytår! Your Dana and Freja 
annual dues are due. $15.00 for Dana and $25.00 for 
Freja. 

Please Mail to 487 Paradise Park, Santa Cruz, CA  
95060 T&N 

 
Livermore, California 
Dannevang No. 7 & Danebod No. 16  
Meet 2nd Saturday at 5:00PM; the Farm Bureau Building, 638 Enos Way, Livermore. 
Dannevang #7 & Danebod #16 Secretary Kathy Thomsen, danskfarm@yahoo.com 
 
2026 began with a lot of rain and snow in the mountains, 
now all we get here in the valley is fog, more fog, and cold. 
Hoping and praying February brings more rain. (Just not 
when the almond trees are in bloom). We had a full table 
at our January meeting. First off we enjoyed delicous 
enchiladas and all the goodies that go along with that and 
if we weren't full enough we had sky high apple pie and ice 
cream. After the meeting was called to order, our president 
asked if there were any applications for membership, 
which was answered in the affirmative. Hip hip hooray for 
Livermore. 3 applications for Danebod and 1 for 
Dannevang. It was an honor to bring Signe Ann McNeil, 

Roland "Mac" McNeil, and Beth Cowan into Danebod 
and Mac into Dannevang. Welcome, Welcome! No 
meeting in February as we will be at San Francisco's 
installation on the 7th where we will get to preview the 
newly revised installation ritual. Our next meeting will be 
at the Farm Bureau Meeting, Saturday, March, 7th, 12:00. 
Menu was to be Corned beef but it was overruled in favor 
of frikadeller. Naturally the Danes should override the 
Irish in a "Danish" club. 
 Happy Valentine's Day and hope to see you all soon. 
KRT 

Hayward, California 
No. 9 Thyra & Valborg No. 1 
Meeting: 2nd.Thursday every month 6:30 PM; On Zoom 
President, Susan Gauthier, s.gauthier@sbcglobal.net, #9 Thyra/Valborg #1 Secretary, Beth Cowan,  
beth.cowan@att.net 
 
The Hayward Lodges will be meeting via Zoom on 
Thursday, February 12th at 6:30 p.m. The Zoom link will 
be sent out a few days prior to the meeting. If you are a 
member in another branch and would like to join in, 
contact Susan Gauthier at s.gauthier@sbcglobal.net and 
we will send you the link. 
Valborg #1 and Thyra #9 invite you to join us at our 
annual installation of officers and luncheon at the Benicia 
Grill located at 4760 East 2nd Street, Benicia CA 94510. 

The installation will be held on Saturday, March 21, 2026 
at 12:30PM, with a buffet lunch to follow. Please let us 
know if you’ll be joining us by contacting Signe Ann via 
call or text at 510-872-4997 or email at 
signemcneil@gmail.com. The buffet lunch will be $50 per 
person. Beer and wine will be available for purchase. 
Please RSVP by March 9, 2026. We look forward to seeing 
you on March 21st! 
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A note from Hayward Treasurers: Membership dues are 
now payable for the year, 2026. Please mail your dues to 
the respective Treasurers. Checks payable to Valborg #1 in 
the amount of $12 are to be mailed to Pat Brouillette, 1400 

Jacqueline Place, San Lorenzo CA 94580. Checks payable 
to Thyra #9 in the amount of $35 for sick benefits 
members and $29 for social members are to be mailed to 
Stuart Mahler, 803 Bantry Way, Benicia CA 94510.  

 
Petaluma, California 
Sønderjylland No. 10  
Meeting 2nd Saturday of April, June, August, and October at 11:30am,  
at the Danish Soldiers Club Facility at 4560 Kastania Road, Petaluma.  
John Cruger-Hansen, Secretary, 8426 Bel View Court, El Cerrito, CA 94530-2557  
Home: 510-232-6998 or cell: 510-375-5070; E-Mail: j.crugerhansen@comcast.net 
 
Ferndale, California 
Valhalla No. 11 & Ydun No. 10 
Meeting: 1st. Saturday every month at 11:00 A.M., Danish Hall, Ferndale, CA 95536 
Secretary, Mary Kemp, marykempgigi1@gmail.com 
 
Valhalla 11 and Ydun 10 will be meeting on Saturday, 7 
February, at 11am with a Lunar New Year themed potluck 
following. Colleen and Pat volunteered to do the 
preparations. Chinese New Year, also called Spring 
Festival, is an important time for family gatherings and 
feasts, lighting firecrackers, honoring ancestors, giving red 
envelopes, and housecleaning. It will be celebrated 
beginning on 17 February 2026 and is the Year of the 
Horse. It lasts for 15 days and ends with the glowing 
Lantern Festival on the first full moon of the lunar year. 
San Francisco's Chinese New Year Parade is scheduled for 

Saturday, 7 March, at 5:15 pm. The Grand Marshal is 
Olympic gold medalist Eileen Gu. I viewed one SF parade 
50 years ago with my parents and their friend. It rained, so 
we went to a Chinese restaurant afterwards. I first learned 
to eat with chopsticks there. 
We celebrated Mel's birthday in January and initiated a new 
Ydun 10 member. 
Lego Day was Wednesday, 28 January. 
Will we have spring on its way or six more weeks of 
winter? We'll find out on 2 February, Groundhog Day. 
Treat your Valentine to special treats on 14 February!  LW 

 
 
Reno Nevada 
Valdemar No 12. & Dannevirke No. 9 
Meeting: 1st. Friday every month at 7 PM, Odd Fellows Hall; 1300 Stardust Street Reno, NV 89503.  
Secretary, Sena Marie Freeman P.O. Box 4575, Sparks NV 89432; President, Anette Christensen, 
anettechristensen@charter.net 
 
The Reno Lodges of Valdemar # 12 and Dannevirke # 9 
met January 2nd at 6:30 pm with 11 members. Nina, 
Jordan and little man Graysen were in Lincoln City 
Oregon and Helen and Carl Christiansen were in Denmark 
for the holidays. Safe travels home. Well, Anette did it 
again, she had the tables decorated in all New Years things. 
She also stayed in the kitchen and prepared all the cod fish, 
potatoes and mustard gravy. Everything was delicious. 
THANK YOU, Anette. After dinner we had a small 
meeting during dessert and coffee which consisted of 
homemade cream puffs and pistachio bread. In the 
meeting we discussed the yearly events and what we are 
doing at our next meeting on Friday February 6th, 2026. It 
will be a soup potluck. Everyone brings a favorite soup or 
an appetizer. Last year it was fun to taste different soups 
from our members. Ingrid will make her famous Swedish 

Pancakes for dessert and Sena-Marie is bringing bread and 
butter. Hopefully there will be more members at our 
February meeting.  We have not heard about anyone that 
is not well. I had breakfast with the Olsen family. Ruth is 
doing pretty good. Still good days and not so good ones. 
She still has a good attitude. Sweet Lady and family. It is so 
nice that I can get together with them. I had breakfast after 
New Years with my Verdi cousins. The weather was really 
bad at Christmas so I couldn’t drive to Verdi.  Hopefully 
everyone else is doing well. Our February Birthdays are 
Lisa Christensen, Kristin Eliasen, Gianna Menlino, Peter 
Eliasen, Eric Hansen and John LaRoache. HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY EVERYONE. We all hope that everyone 
had a great holiday season and a blessed 2026. Stay healthy, 
be safe and take care. Sena-Marie            
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Modesto, California 
Bornholm No. 14 
Meeting: 2nd Thursday at 5 p.m. Perko’s Restaurant 
President Jason LeBeouf, jjlebeouf@yahoo.com, Secretary Marge Scheuber, olemarge1@sbcglobal.net 
 
Our first meeting of 2026 brought out 17 members despite 
the cold and dreary weather. As members waited for their 
meals, our president called on member Benjamin Hoover 
to give a talk on his documentary on the homeless which 
was presented to Modestans at the State Theatre. Anyone 
interested may view this online: 
HOMELESSINMODESTO.COM   Some of us who have 
viewed this documentary find it quite emotional seeing and 
hearing these unfortunate souls speak about their plight 
and amazed at others who have overcome many obstacles 
to become whole again and make it their duty to help 
those less fortunate.  Modesto has projects and programs 
that are working diligently to make a difference. On a 

lighter note, members sang Happy Birthday to Roger 
Higbee.  Our president Jason announced our first Member 
of the Year award which he presented to Bente Ellis. She 
was chosen for her dedication and loyalty to the Bornholm 
members as exhibited by her countless hours on the road 
to attend meetings, as Past President and continued 
contribution to the branch, and as Past Grand President of 
Dania.  We wish Maud Hansen a speedy recovery on her 
shoulder surgery. A reminder to members: Johanne is 
collecting $30 for dues for 2026.  Please mail your check 
to: Johanne Gade, 12707 South Cometa, Oakdale, CA 
95361   Marge Scheuber, Secretary  

 
Solvang, California 
Hejls Minde No. 23 
Meeting: 1st. Wednesday 12 noon at Bit O' Denmark,  
President, Kristin Worthley, and Secretary, Elaine Anes 
 
Solvang's meeting/luncheon was canceled for the month 
of January due to the restaurant taking a short vacation 
after the new year to give the employees some time with 
their families. As a result, nothing was sent to you; you did 

not misplace it. 😉 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 4, 
at Bit O'Denmark Restaurant. 
Elaine 

 
 
Santa Maria, California  
Holger Danske No. 27 & Valkyrien No. 23 
Meets four times a year; contact the secretary for further information.  
Holger Danske Secretary, Wayne A. Allen 805-937-4720; Valkyrien Secretary, Darlene Iversen 805-260-3601 
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