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Dannebrog & Dania Grand Presidents 
 
We hope everyone had a wonderful and joyous 
holiday, full of time spent with family and friends -- 
and of course, delicious food and drink. 
December was a busy one!  We joined Bornholm for 
their Christmas dinner, and what a feast it 
was.  Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, all the fixin’s, 
plus pie for dessert.  It was wonderful to see so many 
people there, and it was especially great to see Peder 
and Doris Hoy.  We’re hoping they’ll be able to join 
everyone at the 2026 Convention. 
Two days after Bornholm’s event, it was off to 
Danmark/Thyra’s Christmas party at the Hotel Mac in 
Point Richmond.  As always, it was a great time and 
wonderful to visit with folks.  Yoko, you were a star in 
your Christmas finery – you looked fabulous!!  It was 
exciting to win one of the beautiful poinsettias, 
too.   Thanks to all that put together such a wonderful 
time. 
One week later, we were off to the Thyra/Valborg 
Christmas party, hosted by Susan and Mike 
Gauthier.   It was really nice to be together and share a 
delicious potluck feast with good friends and 
conversation.  
A committee has been hard at work developing an 
updated Combined Ritual for the Joint Installation of 
Branch Officers.  We look forward to “field testing” this at future installations prior to the 2026 Convention and 
presenting it to the membership at the Convention. We wish you all the very best in 2026!! 
Hav et godt nytår, Bob and Tracey, Grand Presidents 
 
 
FROM THE GRAND SECRETARY’S 
Just a reminder that the Dania Branches, your first 
half of your annual tax is due. For those who have a 
net worth less than $5,000.00 your tax is based one 

half of $20.00 per member as of January 1st, for the 
rest of us it is half of $30.00  per member as of 
January first. In a short time you will be receiving 
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your annual report, These reports will be a fillable 
PDF so that you may fill them out and email the back 

to us. Natalie & Tim 

  
IN MEMORIAM: 
NEW MEMBERS: 
SENIOR ASSISTANCE FUND 
DANNEBROG SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
DANIA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
 
San Francisco, California 
Danmark No. 2 & Thyra No. 3 
Meeting: 2nd Wednesday every month 7:30 PM Odd Fellows Building; 26 Seventh Street, San Francisco CA 
94103 Danmark #2 & Thyra #3 Secretary John A. Jensen, E-Mail: jajensend2@gmail.com  
  
Happy New Year! Godt Nytår! It’s hard to believe it 
is already 2026. Let’s start the new year out the right 
way and wish all our January birthdays a big Happy 
Birthday. From Danmark #2, Gerry Grey and Scott 
Johnson, and from Thyra #3, Karen Lysmer. Tillykke 
med fødselsdagen. Skål!  
Our Christmas Luncheon last month was a big 
success. We are so glad we had a good turn out and 
everybody had such a good time. I found out that the 
Mac Hotel refers to our party as “The Carolers” and 
they consider our singing a holiday treat. Thank you 
Ian for bringing us a new Danish Christmas song. 
The more the merrier! Congratulations to Yoko for 
winning the Ugly/Beautiful Sweater contest – the 
fashionably late entrance with the Christmas tree 
costume in full display was great, one to remember. 
And who won a poinsettia? We all owe a thanks to 
Johanne for keeping this door prize tradition going 
strong for so many years. And one more Thank You 
to everyone who attended. We hope to see you all 
again next year. 

In January we will have an in-person meeting at the 
Odd Fellows Hall in San Francisco. It will be our 
annual Æbleskiver Feast. We will meet at noon on 
Saturday January 10th for some snacks, then a business 
meeting, and then a lunch of homemade æbleskiver 
and more. It’s one of my favorite meetings and a great 
kick-off for the year. Everyone is welcome, especially 
if you have a special æbleskiver recipe. Please contact 
me if you’d like to join us.  
The San Francisco Lodge invites you to join us for 
our 2026 Installation of Officers on Saturday 
February 7th at the Encinal Yacht Club in Alameda. 
Doors open at noon for a bit of socializing and a 
Bloody Mary, then the installation at 12:30pm with 
lunch to follow. Please RSVP to my email with your 
menu choice of steak or salmon. Deadline for RSVPs 
is January 30th. We’d love to see you at the yacht club! 
Keep your eyes open for news and updates on the 
2026 Convention. Ready or not, it’s 2026. We hope to 
see you soon in the new year.  
Med venlig hilsen, John A. Jensen, Secretary, 
jajensend2@gmail.com     

 
Fresno, California 
Thor No. 5 & Thora No. 11 
Meeting: 1st Friday 11:30 AM. Denny’s 1110 Shaw Ave (on the north side, just east of First Street) Fresno. 
Secretary, Martha Nielsen nielsenmarta@gmail.com 
 
Hope everyone had a good time attending all the 
Christmas parties.  Those of us that attended San 
Francisco certainly enjoyed the occasion.  I was with 
my son, Dennis and family, also my daughter Renae 
and husband Gary, which was their first time for 
them. We had our own Fresno Christmas luncheon 
with a few that we don't see often: Jens Andersen, 

Allen and Mary Thomsen, Jorgen and Kristine 
Clausen.  We were happy to have them come join us. 
 We will be having our luncheon meeting on the 
second Friday, January 9, 2026 at 11:30 am at Denny's 
restaurant on Shaw Ave. just east of First 
Street.  Come join us, we would enjoy visiting with 
you and our lodge will buy your lunch.  Happy New 
Year!!  M Nielsen
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Salinas, California 
Freja No. 6 & Dana No. 15 
Meeting: 1st. Sunday in August at 12:00 P.M.; Salinas Masonic Center, 48 East San Joaquin Street, Salinas 
CA Secretary, Natalie Heer, timandnatalie@sbcglobal.net 
 
Wishing everyone a godt nytår! Your Dana and Freja 
annual dues are due. $15.00 for Dana and $25.00 for 
Freja. 

We also extend our best wishes to all in Humbolt 
County who were affected by the recent fire.

 
Livermore, California 
Dannevang No. 7 & Danebod No. 16  
Meet 2nd Saturday at 5:00PM; the Farm Bureau Building, 638 Enos Way, Livermore. 
Dannevang #7 & Danebod #16 Secretary Kathy Thomsen, danskfarm@yahoo.com 
 
Happy New Year y’all. Now that the holidays are over 
let’s hope for a fabulous 2026. Livermore will have 
their first meeting of the year Saturday, January 10th, 

12:00 at the farm bureau building, Potluck style. 
Rumor has it we might be initiating some new 
members. Good things are happening! KRT 

Hayward, California 
No. 9 Thyra & Valborg No. 1 
Meeting: 2nd.Thursday every month 6:30 PM; On Zoom 
President, Susan Gauthier, s.gauthier@sbcglobal.net, #9 Thyra/Valborg #1 Secretary, Beth Cowan,  
beth.cowan@att.net 
 
The Hayward Holiday Party was an evening of good 
food, warm company, and holiday cheer! Thank you 
to everyone that contributed to the festivities.  
Hayward will be meeting via Zoom on Thursday, 
January 8th at 6:30 p.m. The Zoom link will be sent 
out a few days prior to the meeting. If you are a 
member in another branch and would like to join in, 
contact Susan Gauthier at s.gauthier@sbcglobal.net 
and we will send you the link. 

A note from Hayward Treasurers: Membership dues 
are payable for the upcoming year, 2026. Please mail 
your dues to the respective Treasurers. Checks 
payable to Valborg #1 in the amount of $12 are to be 
mailed to Pat Brouillette, 1400 Jacqueline Place, San 
Lorenzo CA 94580. Checks payable to Thyra #9 in 
the amount of $35 for sick benefits members and $29 
for social members are to be mailed to Stuart Mahler, 
803 Bantry Way, Benicia CA 94510.  
The Hayward Lodges wish you a Happy New Year! 

 
Petaluma, California 
Sønderjylland No. 10  
Meeting 2nd Saturday of April, June, August, and October at 11:30am,  
at the Danish Soldiers Club Facility at 4560 Kastania Road, Petaluma.  
John Cruger-Hansen, Secretary, 8426 Bel View Court, El Cerrito, CA 94530-2557  
Home: 510-232-6998 or cell: 510-375-5070; E-Mail: j.crugerhansen@comcast.net 
 
Ferndale, California 
Valhalla No. 11 & Ydun No. 10 
Meeting: 1st. Saturday every month at 11:00 A.M., Danish Hall, Ferndale, CA 95536 
Secretary, Mary Kemp, marykempgigi1@gmail.com 
 
Valhalla 11 and Ydun 10 celebrated a "Christmas 
Memories" gathering with good attendance. Marji 
Smith and Mary Enos are in charge of our next 
potluck on Saturday, 3 January, following our meeting 
at 11:00. The theme is Constitution Day. I have yet to 
read the Danish Constitution--maybe it's time! Of 
course, a review of our own U.S. Constitution could 
be advisable. Norway adopted its constitution on 17 
Mai 1814 giving it some independence in governing 
after Danmark was forced to release Norway from 
the Danish-Norwegian union after the Napoleonic 

Wars. Norway finally became independent from 
Sweden in 1905. 
It is time to choose delegates for our Convention at 
Santa Nella. I hope that I will be able to walk better 
by April and that I can attend! It's always wonderful 
to see everyone! 
"Seaside Hotel" is showing on our local PBS channel. 
I understand very little of the dialogue unless it's in 
English. Tusind tak for subtitles!! I am definitely 
enjoying the show. 
 We wish everyone a Godt Nytår!!   LW
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Reno Nevada 
Valdemar No 12. & Dannevirke No. 9 
Meeting: 1st. Friday every month at 7 PM, Odd Fellows Hall; 1300 Stardust Street Reno, NV 89503.  
Secretary, Sena Marie Freeman P.O. Box 4575, Sparks NV 89432; President, Anette Christensen, 
anettechristensen@charter.net 
 
WOW, what a wonderful Christmas party Dannevirke 
#9 & Valdemar #12 had on Friday December 5 with 
over 100 people in attendance. The tables were 
decorated in red tablecloths with candle Christmas 
decorations. We started at 6 pm with Gløgg & 
Æbleskiver, followed by the St. Lucia performance of 
14 children singing so beautifully under the directions 
of Ingrid Hedman. She also maintains the Lucia 
outfits that each year must be hemmed up or down, 
washed and ironed. Thank you, Ingrid so much for all 
you do for us, you are an invaluable asset, and we 
appreciate it so much!  
Then it was time for the Danish Christmas dinner, 
where most of the food was made by Anette. Lars 
Jensen was the “master chef” in the kitchen, roasting 
pork roast, made brunede kartoffler (caramelized 
potatoes), warming up various dishes to have it all 
ready when we finish with the Lucia performance. We 
cannot forget Christian Christensen who made the 
great (Fanø kål) Cabbage and Bacon delight. It was 
Ann-Katherine’s recipe, and she would be so proud 
that her recipe is continuing. While we were letting all 
the food settle in our tummies, our Nisseman (elf), 
Steve Myers entertained the children (and adults alike) 
telling stories and passing gifts out to the children. In 
the meantime, the kitchen crew cleaned out the 
dinner and set up for Marian Gnandt’s wonderful rice 
pudding with cherry sauce. Chocolate chip cookies 
made by Sena-Marie and Brune kager (ginger cookies) 
for everyone to enjoy. 
We finished the evening with our raffle of wonderful 
prices donated by our members. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed and to Ingrid Headman for 

setting up the raffle table! All in all, a wonderful 
evening with lots of children and grandchildren 
running around, having so much fun and that is just 

what a Danish Christmas party should be. 😊 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped set-up, 
take down and especially to Anette for all the hard 
work preparing the wonderful Danish dinner. To Lars 
Jensen for “holding down the kitchen”. To Marian 
for the Rice Pudding, Carl & Helen for serving in the 
bar. To Steve, our Nisseman (elf) for always 
entertaining us. 
On January 2nd, 2026, at 6:30 pm we will ring in the 
new year with “Nytaars Torsk” - fish dinner of Cod, 
potatoes and mustard gravy. Sena-Marie will bring a 
dessert. We are looking forward to great and exciting 
new year! 
Reminder to our members that dues are due for 2026 
by January 31st or there will be a small fee. In the 
Christmas Cards I sent out there was a notice about 
your dues. Dannevirke #9 dues goes to Ingrid 
Hedman and the Valdemar #12 dues goes to Carl 
Christiansen. A little elf told me that there might be 3 
new members joining us at our January meeting. We 
hope everyone is doing well. I will be having breakfast 
with the Olsen Family before Christmas. I will be 
reporting in our February newsletter. January 
Birthdays are Ingrid Hedman, Gerda Percival, Jens 
Christiansen, and John Matuzak. HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY EVERYONE.  
Stay healthy, be safe and Happy New Year, may 2026 
be the best year ever! Take care, Sena-Marie 
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Modesto, California 
Bornholm No. 14 
Meeting: 2nd Thursday at 5 p.m. Perko’s Restaurant 
President Jason LeBeouf, jjlebeouf@yahoo.com, Secretary Marge Scheuber, olemarge1@sbcglobal.net 
 
Cheers to the New Year! We hope you all enjoyed the 
holidays. We met on December 11th for our annual 
Christmas dinner. We were pleased to welcome our 
guest Dania Grand President Bob Lamee, Dannebrog 
Grand President, Tracey Lamee and Past Grand 
President Tom Martin.  Everyone was glad to see 
Peder and Doris and Dave Raube attend. We have 
missed them. After enjoying a delicious dinner of 
turkey or salmon and choice of pies, John Scheuber 
led us in singing Christmas songs.  Bente Ellis, Bodil 

Whitehouse, Doris Hoy, Anita Parham, and Roger 
Gearhart treated us by singing their favorite Danish 
Christmas Carols.  Congratulations are in order for 
our member Richard Olsen who recently was 
awarded a beautiful Quilt of Valor from the 
Sacramento Quilters Guild along with four other 
veterans. Birthday greetings to our one and only 
January birthday Roger Higbee.  Johanne Gade, our 
treasurer, will be collecting dues for the coming year.  
Due in January.   Secretary Marge Scheuber  

 
Solvang, California 
Hejls Minde No. 23 
Meeting: 1st. Wednesday 12 noon at Bit O' Denmark,  
President, Kristin Worthley, and Secretary, Elaine Anes 
 
Ten members of Hejls Minde #23 gathered for their 
annual Christmas luncheon on Wednesday, 
December 3, at Bit O'Denmark Restaurant in 
Solvang, CA. 
Susie surprised us with a beautiful fresh Caesar salad 
appetizer, a delicious pork tenderloin and potatoes 
lunch with pickled red cabbage and cucumbers, and 
Risalamande (traditional Danish creamy almond rice 
pudding topped with a delicious cherry sauce) for 
dessert. 
We sang “Happy Birthday” to Wayne Allen and Susan 
Quimby who were celebrating another successful trip 

around the sun, and since this was a holiday 
luncheon, we could not adjorn without singing some 
Christmas carols. We also had a surprise visit from 
Ms. Santa who brought with her gifts for everyone 
including Susie and her staff on duty. Merry 
Christmas! 
We hope that everyone has a safe and merry holiday 
season, and we look forward to a prosperous and 
healthy 2026! 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 
7, 2026, at the Bit O’Denmark in Solvang, CA. Elaine 

 
 
Santa Maria, California  
Holger Danske No. 27 & Valkyrien No. 23 
Meets four times a year; contact the secretary for further information.  
Holger Danske Secretary, Wayne A. Allen 805-937-4720; Valkyrien Secretary, Darlene Iversen 805-260-3601 
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