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Dannebrog & Dania Grand Presidents 
 

It’s hard to believe we’re at the end of 2025!  Where 
did the year go? 
In November, we visited San Francisco for their 
meeting at the Odd Fellows Hall in San  
Francisco.  It was wonderful to see so many members 
attending, in addition to two new members being 
initiated.  We look forward to seeing many of you at 
the various Christmas parties this month. 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year, Bob & Tracey, Grand Presidents 
 
FROM THE GRAND SECRETARY’S 
 

 
IN MEMORIAM: 
NEW MEMBERS: 
Allen Thomas Maris, Danmark #2 San Francisco 
Michael Hagen, Danmark #2 San Francisco 
SENIOR ASSISTANCE FUND 
Sena Marie Freeman in memory of PGP Bob Lacey  
Marge & John Scheuber in memory of PGP Bob Lacey  
DANNEBROG SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
DANIA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
 
San Francisco, California 
Danmark No. 2 & Thyra No. 3 
Meeting: 2nd Wednesday every month 7:30 PM Odd Fellows Building; 26 Seventh Street, San Francisco CA 
94103 Danmark #2 & Thyra #3 Secretary John A. Jensen, E-Mail: jajensend2@gmail.com  
  
We have a lot of December Birthdays for Danmark #2! 
Happy Birthday to Robert Tiedeman, Peter Schakow, Tom 
Schroeder, Rik Leipold, Sven Kjærsgaard, and Jim 
Gearhart. Tillykke med fødselsdagen. Skål! 

We had a big meeting at the Odd Fellows Hall in 
November. Joining us from the Livermore Lodge were 
Jackie Nielsen and our Grand Presidents Bob and Tracy 
Lamee – Mange tak! We are happy to announce we 
initiated two new members to Danmark #2 – Welcome 

Upcoming Conventions 

Danmark #2 and 
Thyra #3, San 
Francisco 

April 9-11 
2026 

Hotel Mission De 
Oro,  

 Santa Nella 

Upcoming Installations 

Danmark No. 2 
& Thyra No. 3 

Feb 7th 2026 Encinal Yacht 
Club, Alameda 

Danish Societies Dania & Dannebrog of California and Nevada 

December 2025 

 

mailto:robertlamee@yahoo.com
mailto:tnlamee@yahoo.com
mailto:timandnatalie@sbcglobal.net
mailto:timandnatalie@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gleeson2@icloud.com
mailto:pab0718@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gleeson2@icloud.com
mailto:jajensend2@gmail.com


 

 

Page 2 of 5 
 
 
 

Allan Maris and Michael Hagen! And we also had 
nominations for our 2026 officers. It was an active 
meeting, with a lot of marching, and it could only be done 
in a proper meeting hall like the Odd Fellows Hall.  
Our pre and post-meeting socialization was reminiscent of 
past years when we met on Wednesday evenings. We had a 
big turnout with plenty to eat and drink. There was a great 
big spread of appetizers that, of course, included my 
favorite leverpostej from Johanne. Always a highlight. 
Lunch was a potluck with chili dogs taking center stage, 
Casper hot dogs with homemade chili beans from 
Johanne. We also had some gourmet sausages and fresh 
bread from the Fox Brothers. The meal was completed 
with side salads and home-made desserts. Thank you Tracy 
for the cookies and thank you Yoko for the pumpkin spice 
cake. I know I am missing some acknowledgements but let 
me just thank everyone who contributed to such a fun and 
lively gathering. And yes, that includes the Akvavit 
Committee.  
Our December meeting will be a Zoom meeting on 
Wednesday December 10th. The call starts at 7pm and 
business begins at 7:30pm. We will finalize our 2026 
officers and make plans for our January 2026 meeting. In 
January we will again meet at the Odd Fellows Hall in San 
Francisco for our annual Æbleskiver Feast. We will meet at 
noon on Saturday January 10th for a live meeting followed 

by a selection of homemade æbleskiver. It’s a great way to 
start the year. Please contact me if you’d like to join us. 
And speaking of joining us… 
Last call – You are invited to join us at the Hotel Mac in 
Point Richmond for our annual Christmas Luncheon on 
Saturday December 13th. Cost is $25 per person and that 
includes lunch of steak or salmon, table wine, a 
complementary Bloody Mary, and 2 discretionary drink 
tickets. RSVP to my email address by Saturday the 6th if 
you haven’t already done so. Remember we have the Ugly 
or Beautiful Sweater contest and you could be a winner. 
The San Francisco Lodge also invites you to join us for 
our 2026 Installation of Officers on Saturday February 7th 
at the Encinal Yacht Club in Alameda. Doors open at 
noon for a bit of socializing and a Bloody Mary (what 
else?), then the installation at 12:30pm with lunch to 
follow. We are still working out the details on the menu 
but be ready for the choice of steak or salmon (what else?). 
More details to come in the new year, but RSVP anytime if 
you would like to join us. We’d love to see you at the yacht 
club! 
So here comes December and 2026. We hope everyone 
has a great holiday season with family and friends. 
Glædelig jul og godt nytår! Hope to see you soon! 
Med venlig hilsen, John A. Jensen, Secretary, 
jajensend2@gmail.com   

Fresno, California 
Thor No. 5 & Thora No. 11 
Meeting: 1st Friday 11:30 AM. Denny’s 1110 Shaw Ave (on the north side, just east of First Street) Fresno. 
Secretary, Martha Nielsen nielsenmarta@gmail.com 
 
Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and were 
able to get some of those good bargains on the Black 
Friday sales. 
With all the recent rains everyone has had a good soaking, 
which brings on the heavy dense fog.  Something we know 
we'll have each winter in the Valley.   
Our December calendar is filling up fast with all the parties 
that each lodge will have, as you don't want to miss any.  

The Danish-American Historical Society will be having 
their Christmas party on December 14, in Selma at Pioneer 
Village.   
Our own Christmas luncheon will take place at Denny's at 
11:30 am on Friday, December 5, 2025.  This is on Shaw 
just past First Street. Come join us, we would love to have 
you. 
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy, 
Wealthy New Year!!  M Nielsen 

 
Salinas, California 
Freja No. 6 & Dana No. 15 
Meeting: 1st. Sunday in August at 12:00 P.M.; Salinas Masonic Center, 48 East San Joaquin Street, Salinas 
CA Secretary, Natalie Heer, timandnatalie@sbcglobal.net 
 
Wishing everyone a Glædelig jul og godt nytår! As we all 
look forward to successful year for our Branches. 
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Livermore, California 
Dannevang No. 7 & Danebod No. 16  
Meet 2nd Saturday at 5:00PM; the Farm Bureau Building, 638 Enos Way, Livermore. 
Dannevang #7 & Danebod #16 Secretary Kathy Thomsen, danskfarm@yahoo.com 
 
Happy December y'all! So much going on this month if 
you celebrate Christmas the Danish way. The first Advent 
candle lighting happens Sunday, November 30th. On 
December 1st light the tall candle that is marked with the 
24 days of the month. Saint Lucia's Day is the 13th,(if you 
care to give a nod to the Swedes). Winter Solstice is the 
21st, and on Juleaften remember to put porridge out for 
the Nisse. Then it is time to celebrate Juleaften and Juledag 

and continue celebrating through Nytaarsaften. Hans 
Christian Andersen described Christmas as "magnificent, 
quite unforgettably magnificent". Let the cookie making 
and shopping begin. May your holidays be filled with light, 
love and good health. 
Livermore won't meet in December but you will for sure 
see us around as other branches of our wonderful 
organization celebrate the holidays. KRT 

Hayward, California 
No. 9 Thyra & Valborg No. 1 
Meeting: 2nd.Thursday every month 6:30 PM; On Zoom 
President, Susan Gauthier, s.gauthier@sbcglobal.net, #9 Thyra/Valborg #1 Secretary, Beth Cowan,  
beth.cowan@att.net 
 
Valborg and Thyra will not be holding a regular meeting in 
December. Instead, we’re excited to gather and celebrate 
the holiday season with a cheerful potluck dinner on 
Saturday, December 20th, at the home of Susan Gauthier 
in Tracy. 
Festivities will begin at 6:00 p.m. with beverages and 
appetizers, followed by a cozy dinner around 7:00 p.m. If 
you’d like to contribute, feel free to bring a favorite dish to 
share—an appetizer, salad, hot or cold side dish, or a sweet 
holiday dessert. There will be a small contribution of $10 
per person to help defray event costs. 
Please let us know if you’ll be joining the celebration by 
contacting Signe Ann via call or text at 510-872-4997 or 
email at signemcneil@gmail.com by December 14th. Once 

you RSVP, she will be happy to provide Susan’s home 
address. 
We hope you’ll join us for an evening of good food, warm 
company, and holiday cheer! 
A note from Hayward Treasurers: Membership dues are 
payable for the upcoming year, 2026. Please mail your dues 
to the respective Treasurers. Checks payable to Valborg 
#1 in the amount of $12 are to be mailed to Pat 
Brouillette, 1400 Jacqueline Place, San Lorenzo CA 94580. 
Checks payable to Thyra #9 in the amount of $35 for sick 
benefits members and $29 for social members are to be 
mailed to Stuart Mahler, 803 Bantry Way, Benicia CA 
94510. 

 
Petaluma, California 
Sønderjylland No. 10  
Meeting 2nd Saturday of April, June, August, and October at 11:30am,  
at the Danish Soldiers Club Facility at 4560 Kastania Road, Petaluma.  
John Cruger-Hansen, Secretary, 8426 Bel View Court, El Cerrito, CA 94530-2557  
Home: 510-232-6998 or cell: 510-375-5070; E-Mail: j.crugerhansen@comcast.net 
 
Ferndale, California 
Valhalla No. 11 & Ydun No. 10 
Meeting: 1st. Saturday every month at 11:00 A.M., Danish Hall, Ferndale, CA 95536 
Secretary, Mary Kemp, marykempgigi1@gmail.com 
 
Valhalla 11 and Ydun 10 members hope that everyone 
enjoyed a bountiful Thanksgiving with family and friends. 
Soon we will be preparing for the Christmas Season by 
decorating a tree and setting the tables for a Danish-
themed potluck. Members with last names beginning with 
A-G bring hors d'ouvres and light foods, H-O bring 
salads, and P-Z bring desserts. The meeting begins at 11am 
on Saturday, 6 December, with the potluck following. 
Our local zoo, Sequoia Park Zoo, was established in 
Eureka in 1907, which makes it the oldest zoo in 

California and one of the smallest accredited zoos in the 
country. As well as animal exhibits and a petting zoo, it has 
a fun Skywalk built among the redwoods. Thanksgiving 
found an unexpected visitor. The zoo has three black bear 
inhabitants (rescued bears that cannot be released back 
into the wild). The visitor was a wild black bear! The 
Eureka Police and Wildlife employees directed this visitor 
back into the neighboring redwood forest. All is well that 
ends well with no damage to the zoo nor its inhabitants!! 
Wishing everyone a Joyous Christmas! LW
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Reno Nevada 
Valdemar No 12. & Dannevirke No. 9 
Meeting: 1st. Friday every month at 7 PM, Odd Fellows Hall; 1300 Stardust Street Reno, NV 89503.  
Secretary, Sena Marie Freeman P.O. Box 4575, Sparks NV 89432; President, Anette Christensen, 
anettechristensen@charter.net 
 
The Reno Lodges of Valdemar #12 and Dannevirke #9 
met Friday November 7th at 6:30 pm with 18 members 
and 1 guest in attendance. The tables were decorated in 
pretty fall leaves and flowers. And what a great 
Thanksgiving potluck we had. Wonderful turkeys prepared 
by Lars Jensen and all the great side dishes; caramelized 
potatoes, dressing, cranberries, mashed potatoes, and 
gravy. Everything you needed for a Thanksgiving dinner 

and if anyone left hungry, it was their own fault. 😊 During 
desserts and coffee of pumpkin bread, pumpkin pies, apple 
pie and cookies, Anette opened the last meeting of the 
year. The discussion was mostly about our Christmas party 
on December 5th. She asked those of the members that 
are available to come to the hall at 2 pm to help set up. She 
also read the menu (Danish) At the Christmas party we 
will have Steve Myers as “Nisseman” (Elf) telling his story 
and handing out gifts to the children. Everything starts at 6 
pm, with “Gløgg and æbleskiver”. The St. Lucia 
performance starts at 6:30 pm, led by Ingrid Headman, 
then followed by dinner consisting of Danish traditional 
smorgasbord. And it wouldn’t be a Danish Christmas party 
without our famous “Ris a la Mande” made by Marian 
Gnandt. It is always exciting to see who finds the whole 

almond. 😊 A raffle will also be held, and donations are 
welcome. Ingrid reported that the children started St. Lucia 
rehearsals November 1 and will practice the following 
Saturdays until their final performance at our Christmas 
party.  

I will be having breakfast with the Olsen family November 
20th. Hopefully all will be well. Barbara Iler and her 
daughter went to Tennessee for their great granddaughter’s 
1st birthday. Our December Birthdays are Grae-Marie 
Biggs, Nina Brandt, Cindy Christensen, Heather Matuzak, 
Marie Stafford, and Irene Schack von Brockdorff. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE. Now before I close, 
I would like to tell you about our special guest we had this 
evening. Her name is Jill Jensen. Her great grandparents 
were Otta and Louie Jensen, her grandparents were 
George and Velma Jensen, and her parents are Don and 
Susan Jensen. They were all members of our lodges. Jill 
contacted Anette and said she would love to join us. It was 
great to see her, and I haven't seen her in years. I didn’t 

waste any time and gave her an application to join. 😊 She 
and I had a nice time catching up as years has passed. She 
mentioned that her and Nina Potter were the little girls 
(age 5 and 6) who gave Grand President Elna Hansen and 
Grand Vice President Ida Rooch their flowers at the Reno 
Convention in 1976. How sweet was that? I hope she can 
come to our Christmas party and bring her dad Don, too. 
If she can’t make it, she will be at our January meeting.  
The January meeting will be Friday the 2nd and we will 
have our fish dinner, “Torsk, kartoffler of sennep sovs” 
(Cod with potatoes and mustard sauce.  
The Reno Lodges wishes everyone a safe holiday and a 
happy new year!  
Take Care and be safe and healthy in 2026. Sena-
Marie         

 
Modesto, California 
Bornholm No. 14 
Meeting: 2nd Thursday at 5 p.m. Perko’s Restaurant 
President Jason LeBeouf, jjlebeouf@yahoo.com, Secretary Marge Scheuber, olemarge1@sbcglobal.net 
 
Tis the season to spend time preparing and attending 
holiday get-togethers, shopping for family and friends, 
decorating homes inside and out, and finally reflecting on 
the true meaning of Christmas. Two of our members, John 
Scheuber and daughter Sandi, began their retirement job 
selling poinsettias at John’s sister’s Duarte Nursery in 
Hughson, CA. They enjoy meeting and assisting shoppers; 
some on buses arriving from all over California. Just 
viewing the beauty of 35 thousand poinsettias in their 
immense greenhouse is a site to behold. Our November 
meeting was held on the 13th at Perko’s Restaurant. Many 
thanks to Merete Meeks who kept minutes for me while 
my daughter Sandi and I were attending our member Ben 
Hoover’s Documentary on Modesto’s Homeless held at 

the State Theatre in Modesto. The proceeds went to 
Family Promise, an organization that helps the homeless.  
The following plans were completed for our Christmas 
Dinner.  It will be held at 5:00 p.m. on December 11 at 
Perkos’s Restaurant. Anyone planning on attending please 
call John Scheuber at 209-541-4092.  Perko’s will offer a 
turkey dinner for $25 per plate or a Salmon dinner for $31 
per plate.  Anita Parham and Roger Gearhart brought to 
the meeting two varieties of delicious homemade Kringle 
in honor of the November birthdays. They were David 
Raube, Anita Parham, Mary Zoller, Lisa McDaniel, Roger 
Gearhart, and Martha Nielsen. Happy birthday was sung in 
both English and Danish. MS   
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Solvang, California 
Hejls Minde No. 23 
Meeting: 1st. Wednesday 12 noon at Bit O' Denmark,  
President, Kristin Worthley, and Secretary, Elaine Anes 
 
November is a significant month for many events.  Did 
you know that a replica of the Christus statue is located in 
the Welcome Healing Garden at the historic Mission Santa 
Inés in Solvang as of 2024?  The original white marble 
Christus statue, is in the Church of Our Lady in 
Copenhagen.  It is 11-feet 4-inches tall and depicts Christ 
with outstretched arms (kommer til mig – come unto me).  
Danish sculptor and artist, Bertel Thorvaldsen, created the 
statue in November 1833. 
No November birthdays in Hejls Minde #23 to report. 
Looking ahead – December birthdays are Wayne Allen, 
Susan Strand, and Maia Wilson.  Those December 
birthdays will be celebrated along with the January 
birthdays at the January meeting. 
Congratulations to Kristin Worthley winner of the 50/50 
drawing. 

We welcomed our guests today:  Jim & Jeanette 
Richardson’s son, David, and daughter-in-law, Melony 
(Mel) visiting from Utah; and, Peter & Helen Jacobsen and 
guest, Tove Monte. 
Dania Christmas luncheon will be on Wednesday at noon 
on  
December 3 at Bit O’ Denmark.  A signup sheet was 
circulated for the luncheon and given to Kristin. 
Annual dues are payable in January. 
After a delicious lunch of clam chowder, hakkebøf served 
with potatoes, brown gravy, crispy onions, red cabbage, 
and pickled cucumber.  Dessert was a slice of kringle with 
whipped cream ending with coffee and singing the Danish 
National Anthem and adjourned. 
The next meeting will be at noon on Wednesday, January 
7, 2026, at the Bit O’ Denmark restaurant. EA 

 
 
Santa Maria, California  
Holger Danske No. 27 & Valkyrien No. 23 
Meets four times a year; contact the secretary for further information.  
Holger Danske Secretary, Wayne A. Allen 805-937-4720; Valkyrien Secretary, Darlene Iversen 805-260-3601 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                           
 


